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Shared Ministry of 

Holy Trinity ~ St. Stephen 

NO SCHOOL 
Please double-check and make sure that your calendar has these days listed as “no school” days: 
� Friday October 10 (Diocesan Institute is held at Holy Trinity) 

THANKS TO OUR VOLUNTEERS WHO HAVE HELPED TO MAKE HT READY FOR THIS EVENT! 
� Monday October 13 (Columbus Day) 
� Friday October 17 (In-Service Day for faculty) 

Reminder: there is no ECP on these days. 
 
Parent Meeting: October 22/ 7 PM 
The Parent Meeting is rescheduled for Wednesday October 22 at 7 pm in the cafeteria. BABY SITTING WILL BE 
PROVIDED. Topics will include: meet the principal, test score results from 07-08, art-library comments, volunteer 
sign up, a presentation by Althoff High School, and some other items. 

 

Special Liturgies 

 

Tuesday October 14: Grandparents & Friends Day/ All-school mass and 
special schedule. Please use the orange special “reservation form” that was 
provided in a previous Wednesday folder or call the office (628-7395) . 
Reminder: students may invite a grandparent, other relative, or a friend of the 
family. They may also “pair up” with another student. Mass: 8.10-9.10 am; 
Continental breakfast: 9.10-10 am. Please call the school office (628-7395) 
and let us know if any special seating accommodations are needed. 
Wednesday October 15: Diocesan respect Life Mass/ Hosted by HT; Grades 5-
8 will attend (note: this is a change from the usual order of who attends mass!) 

 
Rosary: A Day of Prayer 

 

Our thanks to Carolyn Starr for coordinating these events: OUR 
LADY OF THE ROSARY: On Tuesday October 7, we celebrated 
the feast day with Mass for the upper grades.  
“LIVING ROSARY” prayer service: Later in the same day, our 
entire school participated in a recitation of the rosary. We also are 
most appreciative of our religion teachers who also helped to 
prepare these events. 

 
Playground Update and Other Facility News 
� The playground equipment and drainage system has almost been completely installed. We are awaiting 

some final work and diocesan inspection/ approval.  
� The circle in front of school has undergone a massive landscaping effort 
� The courtyard between the classrooms has also underwent a huge design and landscaping effort 
� Basketball goal/ net was completed and is available for use 
Many parents assisted in working on Saturday October 4. In addition, some of our 7th and 8th graders supplied 
babysitting services. A full list of all these dedicated volunteers (and of those in weeks past) will be forthcoming! 
For now, we offer our gratitude and appreciation for their tireless efforts on behalf of our school community! 
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===========Free Dress Day: Thursday October 9 
� The following homerooms are awarded a free dress day for 100% participation in our recent food drive: 

Pre-school; Kindergarten (Hodapp); Grade 2; Grade 6; Grade 8 
� Note: if your family purchased a coupon from the auction entitling your son/ daughter to a free dress day and is 

NOT included in the list (above), they may use October 9 for that purpose. 
� Note: As a general rule, free dress days do not occur on days when a student attends mass. 
 
Peggy O’Neill: A Very Special Staff Member 
In my three months at Holy Trinity, I have come to greatly appreciate the many duties that are handled by Mrs. 
O’Neill. She not only serves as a secretary but also coordinates the final registration day in August,  fills out 
countless diocesan and state forms, provides nursing service to students (gives medication and heals bumps/ 
bruises), conducts tours for prospective parents/ students, proof-reads much of our written correspondence, assists 
with book ordering and standardized testing, lines up substitute teachers, and manages the always-ringing phone! 
For these countless jobs (and many more I have not listed), I felt that the title of “secretary” was not quite 
sufficient. The School Board has agreed with me. Peggy’s official job title is now: Administrative Assistant. My 
thanks to Peggy for all her great efforts on behalf of our students, parents, pastors, and principal! 
 
Summer Uniform Period…Ends Oct 21 
Although summer ended some time ago, the warm weather has persisted! However, as of October 21 (end 
of quarter), the dress code will no longer allow the “summer” options.  
 
Student of the Month for September: Clare Munie 
On Tuesday October 7, Clare Munie was honored by the Fairview Heights Rotary Club as the Holy Trinity 
“Student of the Month.” Clare is the President of the Student Council, a lector and server, a member of the soccer 
and volleyball team, a tireless volunteer who helps whenever needed, has written an article for the parent 
newsletter, and is a very good student. One of our faculty members points out that, “Clare always has a smile on her 
face.” I will echo that thought; in fact, Clare was smiling a great deal when (with great athletic ability) she dunked 
me two times when I was sitting in the dunking booth during our parish picnic/ festival. Clare was also the only 
person to apologize to me for the dunking!!! 
 
Library  
Patty Fischer is one of our parents who volunteers and serves the school as a librarian. She has set up a form of 
recognition for students who take AR (Accelerated Reader) test.  She has a tree on the wall in the library.  Each 
child who takes an AR test gets to put a leaf with their name on it on the tree.  At the end of the month we will see 
who has the most leaves.  Please encourage your students to read, take AR tests, and put a leaf on the tree. 
 
Santa’s Cottage: Bake Sale 
A bake sale will be held on Thursday October 16 in order to support the “Santa’s Cottage” program. Items will be 
available before school and during lunch time. 
 
October 21: End of Quarter 
Please remind your son/ daughter that the end of the quarter is fast approaching. Make sure to take advantage of all 
opportunities to improve your grades!  
 
Box Top Contest  
We have collected almost $600 worth of labels since our contest started.  Thanks to everyone who has participated.  
You have until October 16th to send more in.  Our current leader for the lower grades is Ms. Mauch’s 3rd grade with 
55.4 labels sent in per student.  For the upper grade it is Ms. Ruppel’s 6th grade with 71.3 labels per student. Please 
check the poster in the cafeteria to see how your class is doing.  Mrs. Bottcher’s 5th grade class is the participation 
leader; they need only 2 more students to participate to earn their free dress day!  Keep up the good work!! 
 


